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 IRELAND
should be  Irish without  qualification  of  party  or
of race.	.	.
Another influence must be noted which was emphati-
cally that of culture, though in another sphere, and
which was almost exactly contemporary with that of
Hyde and Yeats. Horace Plunkett had been preaching
to Irish farmers the doctrine of agricultural co-opera-
tion, and preaching it as a necessary part of Ireland's
training. Knowing the New World, he saw how vast
was the pressure of competition to which small, un-
equipped, uneducated peasants in his own country
must be exposed : and he saw that only in education
lay the possibility of meeting it. He looked for helpers
in the work of preaching and organising, and so came
into contact, through W. B. Yeats, with one of the
most remarkable persons that Ireland has produced.
George Russell was then a young shop accountant,
but known to some few as a mystic and poet, writing
under the initial M. Around these two personalities
there came into being a group of men and women,
occupied with generous ideas and also very largely
occupied with literature, who have created the economic
and co-operative propaganda identified with Sir Horace
Plunkett7s name. This movement has been a fruitful
centre of culture: it has drawn together men and
women from opposite camps—one of the most notable
being Father Thomas Finlay, a Jesuit, Professor of
Political Economy at University College, Dublin, an
admirable writer and speaker. It was a new thing
in Ireland to find such a man working in close associa-
tion with prominent members of the Kildare Street
Club, like Lord Monteagle and Sir Nugent Everard.
Looking back on it now after forty years, I should
say that the Ireland of the Free State possesses -a
strong central culture for which there was no equivalent
in my undergraduate days. Many forces have con-
tributed to it: first the main revolutionary movement,
which, gradually bringing about the transference of
property in land from a class to the people at large,

